
PQA Plus™ Factsheet 
Provided by Iowa Pork Producers Association and Iowa Pork Industry Center 

There are three components to the new PQA PlusTM program 
1. PQA PlusTM Certification for the producer and employees 
working with pigs. 
2. PQA PlusTM Site Status for production sites — each site 
must obtain individual status. 
3. Potential for third-party Audit — designed to determine 
effectiveness of steps 1 and 2. 
(This check stuffer covers certification and site status only.) 

As a Producer, how do I get certified in PQA PlusTM? 
To become PQA PlusTM certified, you must attend a PQA 

PlusTM certification training session conducted by a PQA 
PlusTM Advisor. The Advisor will submit your registration to 
the National Pork Board (NPB.) A PQA PlusTM certification 
card will be issued to you by NPB. 

There is no examination or site assessment required for 
PQA PlusTM certification, and a producer can be certified 
without obtaining a Site Status for their production site(s). 

To find an advisor near you, contact the Pork Checkoff 
Service Center at (800) 456-PORK (7675) or visit the PQA 
PlusTM Web site at www.pork.org 
An appropriate fee schedule will be determined by the 
certified PQA PlusTM Advisor to reflect costs of providing 
certification services, including program administration 
activities. 

This producer certification is valid for three years. 

If my PQA Level III does not expire until 2009, do I need 
to recertify before then? 

No. You are not required to recertify until your PQA 
Level III expires. At expiration, PQA PlusTM  program certi-
fication is available, but you may certify PQA PlusTM before 
that time. 
What if I am 18 and still exhibit in swine shows? 

If you are 19 or older, you need to be certified through the 
new PQA PlusTM program. If not enrolled in the Iowa FSQA 
program, PQA PlusTM  certification is needed. 
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As a PQA PlusTM producer, how do I obtain a Site Status for my production site(s)? 
To obtain Site Status for each production premises: 
• The production site must be identified with an NAIS Premises Identification Number (PIN)that is obtained from IDALS. 
• A PQA PlusTM-certified individual who has a relationship/responsibility for animal management at the production site must 

be identified. 
• The PQA PlusTMsite assessment must be by either a PQA PlusTM Advisor or by an individual with a PQA PlusTM Site Self-

Assessment Endorsement capability for this site. 
A site status is valid for three years. 

A PQA PlusTM Self-Assessment Endorsement allows individuals to conduct a PQA PlusTM Site Self-Assessment of the opera-
tion with which they are directly associated. A PQA PlusTM Advisor will review assessment results and report completion of the site 
assessment to the NPB. 
What is PQA PlusTM Self-Assessment? 
To receive a PQA PlusTM Self-Assessment Endorsement, you must: 
• Hold current PQA PlusTM certification. 
• Attend a training session with a PQA PlusTM Advisor to review GPP 10 and the assessment. 
• Pass an exam covering the GPP 10 materials and the on-farm assessment process. 

Endorsement is valid until the producer certification must be renewed (maximum of three years.)  
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